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NewsAlert
SIMPLE TIPS FOR SAFE WINTER DRIVING
WINTER DRIVING is challenging since
roadways can be especially slippery. To
make sure that you and your loved ones get
safely to your destinations, follow these tips.

Vehicle Safety

Brakes: Check your brakes before winter
if possible. Replace as needed.
Tires: Before you drive in snow, ice or
slush, make sure your tires have tread.
Balanced, rotated and aligned tires will
reduce the possibility of bald spots. You
should use snow tires or chains.
Cold weather decreases tire pressure,
so check your tire pressure regularly.
Lights: Make sure your headlights,
taillights, brake lights, reverse lights and
turn signals are all working properly. In
heavy snow fall it is impossible to guess the
intentions of other drivers, so watch out for
brake lights and turn signals.
Windshield: For winter weather and
windshield visibility you need a properly
functioning heater and defroster. Also,
make sure to monitor the health of your
windshield wipers. Ice and snow can make
them hard and cracked, so be sure to test
them before winter.
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Items to Carry

There are certain necessities you should carry
with you when you drive in winter. These include:
Scraper: Carry a scraper with so that you
can clean your windshield off before driving. You
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Sand: Carrying sand or cat litter with you will
give you something to throw on top of snow or ice
to give you added traction if you get stuck.
Chains: If you do not have snow tires, carry
chains.
Rags: If your defroster should stop working,
you will need something to wipe your windows
with. Carry rags for this possibility.

Driving Methods

Follow at a safe distance: Ice and snow make
Stay far from the cars ahead of you so that
you have an extra cushion in which you can keep
control of your vehicle.
While you might normally follow the threesecond rule in good weather, in winter weather
increase that to a six- or nine-seconds.
Brake propery: If you do not have anti-lock
brakes, pump when you need to stop, but antilock brakes should never be pumped.
Never forget to wear your seatbelt: Your
seatbelt can mean the difference between walking
away from an accident with a few scratches and
not walking away at all. You should wear your
seatbelt no matter what the weather conditions
are, but with the additional risk of accident in
winter weather, seatbelt wearing becomes even
more important.
Taking the time to follow the above guidelines
will it easier to drive in winter weather and will
lower your risk of having an accident. 
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We truly value your business and
the trust that you have placed
in our brokerage to protect your
most valuable assets. We want to
communicate with you more often
and keep you informed with ideas
on how to manage risk and get the
best value for your insurance needs
as well as general information
about the insurance industry that
might be of interest to you.
You will receive our newsletter
periodically (we are in the process
of figuring out frequency, but it
will likely be 2-4 times per year).
Your feedback is always welcome!
If you have any questions or topics
that you would like us to address
in future issues, please email us at:
newsletter@rgins.ca
I hope you find this and
future newsletters interesting and
informative!
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